[Microsurgical reconstruction of the upper extremity. Experience with 24 free flaps].
The authors present the experience of 24 clinical cases of microsurgical reconstruction of the upper limb. These reconstructions were accomplished by different microvascular free flaps which were selected according to the type, size and location of the defects, having applied fasciocutaneous, adipofascial, myo, myocutaneous, tendofasciocutaneous, omentum flaps and 2nd toe transfers. The etiology was traumatic in 23 cases and tumoral in 1 case. A careful analysis was made for surgical times, selection and survival rate of the free flaps and the morphofunctional quality of the reconstructions. Microvascular free flaps are considered the choice technique for upper limb reconstruction, particularly for the hand in certain defects, considering the better anatomic and functional quality of the reconstructions.